Editor s Note: This year, The |
Faux Finisher was fortunate |
emmigh fo have mwo accom-
plished artisis provide reports

- fromn the J0th Anneal Saion

Crathering of Intemarional Dec-

oretive Artists. Cyinthia Borman |

prevides her perspective here. |

Vicror DeMasi's report follows.

fier the last item is remroved

from the travel bag and all
goods accounted for (hopefully noth-
g was lost or lefit), new brushes
fcoerect todal. .. thank goodmess), city
maps and points of interests filed for
future reference (why did [ feel the
need o carry all this weight home..do
| most carry enough paint cans on an
everyday basisT), what begins o
emerge and remain are memones,

I have come to the conclusion that
every Salon attended becomes unigue
within itself. London had formal
struciure, Paris had sights and sensu-
ality (being known as city of light is
an understatement ). Texas had Tex-
Mex cuisine and margaritas that
could reinforce both demonstrating
and lecturing skills. Bruges" Qbd
World charm and history broughit the
Mearthemn Renmissance 1o life,

As could be predicted, it was mo
different for the gathering of the 10th

Monsiewr Pigrre Lefumat of France
works his magic al Salan,

Annual International Decorative
Fainters’ Salon, hosted by Ross
0 Neil, Salon was held this vear in
FPhiladelphia, the binhplace 1w our
Amencan democracy and horme 1o the
famous Liberty Bell. 1 can state for a
Fxct that the Bell is located there be-
cause history books carry photos that
document this claim. Also, our bus
driver pointed it out to our European
fricnids as he sped past the building.

I must admit the location of the
IDth Annual Salon limited Freedom
of adventure outside the hotel. With-
oul access (o public or private rans-
pordation, most of the atendees
stayed in the hotel during the day.
Cce sightseeing was no longer an
option, the exitra timse was devoled
exclusively 1o Salon activities along
with perhaps deciding what brushes
would be good 1o purchase, if that
WETE I Consideration,

Artists gather in Philadelphia for the 10th annual Salon, hosted by Ross 0"Neil.

Dalon 2005

My friend assured me that sched-
uling a pre-dawn plane flight into
Fhilly woubd guaraniee us a grea ex-
hibition space. He was comrect. After
registration was completed and we re-
ceived the neat complimentary com-
muter briefcase, the carly arrival al-
bewed us 1o smartly meander amongst
fellow comrades offering our assis-
tance, However, [ did notice that no
one was as red-gyed as the both of us,

The first day of Salon was spent re-
newing acquaintances, helping other
mermbers pet organized, checking and
coondinating the demonstrating sched-
ule= as o wheo, where and what. Later
that evenmng and for the duration of
o stay, members met in the hospital-
ity oo off the hotel, This break gave
us time for refreshments and relax-
ation. And Lor those of us who might
not have had the chance to become
reacquainted on the exhibition Moo,

SUMMERZTOS e TheFAUNFrisher B2



Leonard Pardon paints pine at the Salon event,

this was the place and time to catchiup
on news, refresh and renew,

Good behavior has ils rewands
Like well-behaved children, we were
ireabed 1o a road trip on Thursday af-
ternoon, One of the major stops of
the tour was the magnificent Mason-
ic Temple in the heart of Philadel-
phia. This Temple is a estimony o
the artistic dedication of the mem-
bers who belong and 1o the crafis-
man who all contributed unselfishly
their abented rades. Choce inside, we
would get a chance 1o view the mag-
nificent accurately recreated histori-
cal rooms that lay beyond the entry
chpors. COne rosoam ime particular had an
Egyptian theme and held my inter-
est. This room transported you back
o the 181th Dynasty, 1500 B.C. But
for now we had o be content to wait
Lo Lk (Wheer Lovuar,

During this time, our group had
the opporiunity 1o visil the Reading
Terminal Market. This was a chance
discovery. Formerly a train station
that has undergone a conversion, it
had most of our gronp ready (o
abandon the day plans and declare
a mutiny jusi so we could explore
the endless array of vast shops.
There were specialty foods, design-
er beverages, clothes, unigue jewel-
ry. deli delights along with every
iasty treat you could imagine for as
far as the eye could see. While mak-
ing & mad dash to the ladies” room, |
needed all of my sell-discipline mot
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to stop and explore the thou-
sands of discounted art boaks
lined up against the wall. As
my eyes quickly skimmed the
numerous signs above the
shops, [ could not help bul mo-
tice thar several declared with
pride that they were known (0
be Oprah’s favorites.

Afier a delightful trolley tour
of Philadelphia, we headed for
our last stop of the day. The
Opening Dinner for Salon was
el im the Joseph Huston House,
architect of Pennsylvania’s Suae Cap-
ital. This Historical Mansion has been
most tastefully and exquisitely re-
stored to perfection and cumently oc-
cupicd by Dy, Hamis. Welooming us to
this gramieur was our most gracious
host. The evening was spent min-
gling. eating and exploring the many
levels of this impressive estle,

Most of my Priday was speni con-
tribusting 1o one of the community pro-
Jjects. 1 had the privilege of painting
alongside Jean-Luc Sable, who had
been awarded Best Crafisman of
France NN, Jean-Luc and Lisa San-
iforth-Gourdon lay claim toithe E'Coba
Sable School, located in the heant of
Yersailles, Pans. If
there ever was a
tirree 1o make my
dream of studying
in Paris, it is mow.
Having a limited
number of students
attend each class
ensures sufficient
supervision  from
these instruchors.
Also,  amtendees
wionild have access
(o the Pakace of Versailles for Murher
study. Ahhh, let me count the days!

[ the dermonstration arca, obsery-
ing the Masters at their crait is al-
ways an informative delight. Watch-
ing their movements, the ease n
which the flick of their wrists take
command of the stroke, noticing their

brushes loaded with scoops of pant
and observing a particular color
chodce is truly a learning experience.
Any member of the demonstration
team will stop and take time 1o an-
SWEr yiou, no mater what the ques-
tion might be. Inquiries about color,
brushes, technigques and where (o buy
the products are welcomed. The area
is a dazzling array of talent, crafis-
manship and fellowship.

Masters work in their specific ar-
eas, demonsirating on various-sized
samples. In one area, Leonard Pardon
paints a faux bois pine mock family
roaink, while in another, Alben Wood-
cock-Dowling. from Kent, England.
wses acrylics for the first me o ren-
der an Iakian Style marble. Albert is
careful 1w remind vs, the observers,
that the marble he 1s curmently remder-

Ahove: Albert Woodcock-
Deowling of England gives a
demonstrafion. Lefi: Robert
Waodland of England shows
the brushes that he and Alber
WErS USing.

ing does not exist in nanre,
For morw, e explains, his cur-
rent focus is on the paint and
learning to adapting to the nature of
his selected medium. Acouracy, we
arce told, with the marble rendition
will come later.

Finally, the time armived for our last
gathering together, for vet another Sa-
lon was coming o a close. With sad
anticipation, all Salon members met



Salon participants made a
lield trip to the Masonic
Temple. Top left: the Re-
naissance Room. Botlom
left: The Egyplian Room.

in the exhibition hall. With
pageantry and Mair, we all
marched into the banguet
hall of the hotel for the
closing dinner. Music for
the evening was supplied
by one of our very own,
Michael Hearm and his
band. We all cheered as Al-
bert Woodcock-Dowling
received his much-de-
served Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for both his
talent as master crafisman
and comribution to the dec-
orative ans. Congratula-
tons again, Albert!

There is always anticipa-
tion and a sense of adven-

ture upon arival for Salon. Onee the
events begin the hours and days simply
mierge info one delicious exciting hap-
pening. Then, just as fast as it all be-
Ein\ it is over umiil nexi viar, The new
discoveries, old and new friendships,
social intrigue and the painting with
passion are pearls and the hours the
=il threasd that \J‘[‘iﬂgh all of these trea-
sured jewels together allowing me 1o
add wmy collection of priccless mem-
ares. SALCWY FOREVER!

Cyatia A. Borsan is e pro-
prielnn of Chistical Deoorative
Aris iy Cymibia in Homewood,
I, S5 g more 1han 30 years
ol fine & education, brain-
ing and exhibilion experi-
Bnce if oils and walercaoler.
She founded Classical Decoralime Arts in 1982
and kxy hpd commistions ia baih the United
Siated and Ewfope, intluding calling murals in The
giyla of Tiepals, markleising in the French and
linlinn slyleg, aimesghere/decorative finishes
and period/ceslom slenciling. Visil her Web site
Al wwaclagsicalbycynithia. com. You may email
her &1 elaggicalbycyn i@ comeast com,




