i mi he first annwal
[ Meeting of (he
Masters™, held

Ot 25 and 26 st the
Yero Beach Muscam of
Art in Vero Beach Fla.,
has st the pace for vears
O O

From the onsel, the
level of encrgy behind
the planning and prepa-
ratuon was sky high. The
very idea of bringing to

ternational Inc.'s network of talentad
artsans and their most accomplished
siudents proved o be inspaned

From all over the United States,
these creative people came 1o the Vero
Beach Museum of An 1o show and
share their talents with the mation’s
most acknowledged designers, archi-
bects and builders as well as the public.

Within the two days set aside for
this educational and inspirational
event, formal lectures wene conduct-
od in the muscum's asditonum, fea-
turing the knowledge of some of the
world's finest decorative finishers
and insiructors in the field

The schedule of leciures was as
Tl s

Saturday, Oct. 25

11 AM. George Zaille of Zaille
P:Iuiﬂllr'li.__" Soodiok in Lake Takho= gave
his VEry Fu.npi.”u.r \|i-:|-¢-'-|.|'|41'.l. PrésE-
tation of “Tunerant Amencan Artists
in the American WesL"” This was a
visual feast of the bicycle ravels of
Lamry Boyce, George Zaffle and their
crew, pamtmg grand ceilings in faba-
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Fierre Finkeistein drew an attentive group for his
gether Faux Effects In-  fux wood and marble demonsirations.

as a way bo correct apchatectural flaws,
A PM. Eelly 5. King of Faux Fin-
ish Instinate in Omaha, Denver and

bous new and historic homes and
buildings of the West.

I AL Bob Marx of The Fin-
ishing School in New York
gave a PowerPoint presentation
on the history of faux finishing
dating back 25 years

2 PM: Caroline Woldenberg
of The Finishing School in At-
lanta also gave a PowerPoint
presentation on faus finishing  Sean Crosby demonsirates his talents.,

Booths at the Meeting of the Minds showed incredible works of arL



Seattle took the stage with an insighi-
ful demonsiration and dizcussion on
Venetian Gem Plasters,

4 PN Nicola ".-'ipm af Vigini Siu-
dios in San Antonio gave a slide show
presentation on the Ar and History
of Grisaille and Trompe L' oeil.

& F.¥L. Raymond Sandor, presi-
demt and founder of Faux Effects In-
termational Inc., closed the first day
with an inspirational speech on the
history and future of FEL and the
woeld aff G and decoradive finish-
ng from EE.L"s perspective,

The evening of ke 25th con-
sisted of dinner. dancing and min-
gling with these amazing individ-
wirls on & more personal level. Bob
Marx entertained the crowd by

getting on stage with the band and A& man of many talents, Bob Marx
playing his saxophone until the  plays the sax.

[} i!.'hl WIkE OVET,

Sunday, Oct, 26

11 AN, Pedro Oviedo of Ane
Faux Decorative Finishing energeti-
cally opened the day with 2 slide show
presentation on Arte Faux's progress
since discovening Faux Effects Inler-
neational Fax ﬁmshing progducis

12 P.M. Bob Hoppe from Faux
Masters Studios in California gave
an in-depth kecune geared ioward the
professional irade, “Decorative Fin
1shing For Your Marker™

1 P-M. Cynthia Borman of Clas-
sical Decorative Aris in Chicago
gave a beautiful photographic depic-
tion of the Roman Villa Centered
around Pompeii and Herculaneum
AD. T8,

2 P.M. Deb Drager of D2 Studios
in Wichita led a colorful PowerPoint
presemtation on the topic, * Eye-io-
Eye Strategies for Better Business™

3 PALL Melanie H.u:,.;ﬂ\. of Royal
Design Smidios in California intro-
duced and demonstrted her newes
stencil line “Modello™ Stencils.

4 PM. Gary Lord of Prismatic
Studios in Ohio fimished the day wiith
a discussion of his new book, “1t's

Faux Easy,” 30 casy-to-do decorative
fireshes,

While the lectures were taking
place in the auditorium, each partici-
pant’s booth was open 1o the public

Raymond Sandor, F.EI president and
founder, oflers wards of inspiration,

with incredible works of art on dis-
play. Mot only was the anwork dis-
played. but it was also demonstrmed.
As anendees walked from booth 1o
booth, they witnessed some of the
mosl proficient artisans creating the
most astounding pieces right befon:
their very eves.

Micola Wigini had his hands in sev-
cral projects, one of which was a giani
10-ry-10-fisot mural, which he col-
Iaborated on with Sean Crosby of The
Finishing School. Fierre Finkelstein's
booth was swarming with inerestied
on-lookers as he created fantastic faux
wiod and marble, Carol Kemery of

Nicola Vigini had his hands In several pro-
jects during the two-day gathering.

The Finishing School explained new
ways of applying gold leafing, as
Fandy Ingram and Brian Townsend of
Classical Ant Studios in New Jersey
showed how FauxColors work like
oils in the fine an aspect of decorative
finishing.

Hil';'lﬁ'!:'nl.l sandor and Jane
Kochler, president and vice president
of EE.Il respectively, presented cer-
tificates of participation 1o each
guest and offered a heart-felt thanks
o all who made the Meeting of the
Masters such a resounding success,

FEL's general manager, Todd
VanHouten and evenl coordinator Cat

Faust led the grand finale by raffling
off the popular Mieeting of the Masters
T-shirts that were worn by the hand-
working M.OT.M. volunteers.

Then came the grand prize: a dec-
orative finishing class of chaice at
the school of choice anywhere in the
couniry within the FE.L networks.
The winner also received a gift cer-
tificate For £2%0 worih of products jo
be used after having taken the class.
Gary Peterson of California was the
recipient of this valuable gifi.

It was agreed that the first annual
Meeting of the Masters™ was a
Iremendous oppoartunity for all those
who attended and participated, and
will be looked forward to each year
as an mspiration for decorative fin-
ishers everywhere,
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